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bases of France and Spain. Pitt still hoped for
Russian co-operation in South Italy and was
preparing an expedition of troops for the purpose,
but the Czar, who had recently been irregularly
elected Grand Master by a remnant of the Knights
of Malta then exiled in Russia, refused to move
unless Malta was evacuated by the British and
restored to the Order.
Bonaparte now began to weave  together Ms
schemes for the attack against England.    Know-
ing that he was surrounded by spies, he deliber-
ately befogged the situation by issuing several
bogus schemes,  so that his  real thoughts  are
difficult to follow.    In January, 1805, the Roche-
fort squadron under Missiessy put to sea and
reached the West Indies, the British blockade
having been temporarily withdrawn.    On the
i yth Admiral Villeneuve also put to sea from
Toulon, carrying a force of troops. Nelson having
withdrawn to Maddalena.   He was shadowed,
however,  by Nelson's  frigates  till  off Corsica,
where after meeting extremely bad weather which
his raw officers and crews by no means relished,
he retired to Toulon at the end of four days.
On receiving from his frigates the news of Vil-
leneuve's sortie, Nelson at once ran down the
east side of Sardinia in order to protect Naples
and Sicily.   Hearing nothing further, he assumed
that the French had sailed to Egypt, and decided
to follow them as in 1798.    But this time it was a
false scent, and after finding no sign of them at
Alexandria he returned to continue the blockade,
Bonaparte had now completed the final and
secret details of Ms invasion   scheme.    Ninety
thousand troops lay on the north coast of France,